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Pacific Power Association conference

2



Professor Iain MacGill

Ph.D., Electrical Engineering, M.Eng.Sc., B.Eng.

School of Electrical Engineering and  
Telecommunications  and Joint Director 
(Engineering) for Collaboration on Energy and 
Environmental Markets (CEEM), UNSW, Australia

Expertise Areas: Energy Sector Planning, Renewable Energy 
Integration, Policy and regulatory frameworks, Open-source data 
and tools

Jay Prasad

MBA, Grad. Cert. in Electricity Supply Engineering, 
BE,  Diploma of Contract Mngt, 
MIEAust, CPEng, NPER, RPEQ

Researcher PhD Candidate, UNSW

Expertise Areas:  environmental and social accounting, corporate 
reporting and assurance of non-financial information such as 
Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) and the value 
relevance of these information to the capital markets

Associate Professor Anna Bruce
Ph.D., Photovoltaic Engineering, B.Eng (Hons)

School of Photovoltaic and Renewable Energy 
Engineering and Joint Director(Engineering) at the 
Collaboration on Energy and Environmental 
Markets, UNSW Sydney, Australia

Expertise Areas: Analysis and modelling of renewable and 
distributed energy systems, Energy transition modelling, Integration 
of RE,, Energy access in developing countries, Energy policy and 
regulation

Dr Maria Balatbat

PhD (Economics), M. Commerce, B.Sci 
(Commerce)

School of Accounting, Australian Business School, 
Joint Director (Business) for the Collaboration on 
Energy and Environmental Markets (CEEM), UNSW.

Expertise Areas:  Regional Energy Sector, Strategic Planning, Energy 
Transition, Renewable Energy Integration, Electricity Utility 
Operations, Leadership and Capacity Development.

UNSW Workshop Team

UNSW’s participation is supported by the Australian Government’s Department 
of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW)
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Maximising the value of this workshop

•We all bring diverse expertise and experience – please 
contribute your perspectives, insights and questions

•Fill in your workshop feedback
 form - it will be collected at 
the end of the workshop  

•Add comments, suggestions, 
questions at any time on the 
workshop slido

•Go to www.slido.com and 
enter code: #4184540

http://www.slido.com/
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Our energy challenge
Three global energy crises 
to navigate

• Recent unprecedented fossil fuel 
price volatility, growing risks

• Enormous wealth transfers, 
adverse impacts on societal 
progress in developing + 
emerging economies, recession 
risks in industrialised nations

• Growing climate change impacts, 
inadequate efforts to date avoid 
dangerous warming
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What needs to be done?
General agreement on desirable global clean affordable energy 
pathways to but also uncertainties, questions of priorities

• Electrification of 
current non-energy 
sectors

• Greatly expanded, 
mostly renewables 
electricity sectors 

• Key uncertainties – 
what future role for 
fossil fuels, biomass, 
hydrogen, nuclear

Clean electricity sector 
transition is the key
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Energy transition just one of the challenges that we 
face, but a key enabler for almost all of them
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Electricity utilities around the world
• Near universal electricity industry arrangement for the past century

• Provision of essential services/infrastructure, contribution to social and economic 
welfare, natural ‘wires’ monopoly, economies of scale in engineering, finance

• More market based arrangements over past 30 years in some jurisdictions

• Estimated 900 electricity tx utilities, 7200 dx utilities globally
• 38 utilities > 10m customers, 41 with 5-10m customers, 

237 with 1-5m customers, 6,865 < 1m customers

• 2.2b customers (estimated 92% of total across 200 countries)

10China Electricity Market Summit - MacGill
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Pacific Island Countries and Territories 
electricity utilities
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Energy governance
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Possible measures of governance
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Possible measures of 
utility performance
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The role of boards
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Prioritising diverse utility board roles

What action priorities 
are keeping you 
busy at work?  

       versus

    What critical 
uncertainties are 
keeping you awake at 
night?
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Introductions
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•Yourself and which organisation do you represent  

as well as any specific roles?

•What utility board issues are keeping you busy at work?

•What power sector uncertainties (might) be keeping you 

up worrying at night?

•What is a key question that you have for other regional 

Utility Board Director colleagues? Can you help me ….

•What is a key piece of advice that you have for regional 

Utility Board Director colleagues?  From my experience…


	Slide 1: Pacific Island Countries and Territories Electricity Utility Boards Directors Workshop
	Slide 2: Welcome to Palau and the 32nd Annual Pacific Power Association conference
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7: Our energy challenge Three global energy crises to navigate
	Slide 8: What needs to be done? General agreement on desirable global clean affordable energy pathways to but also uncertainties, questions of priorities
	Slide 9: Energy transition just one of the challenges that we face, but a key enabler for almost all of them
	Slide 10: Electricity utilities around the world
	Slide 11: Pacific Island Countries and Territories electricity utilities
	Slide 12: Energy governance
	Slide 13: Possible measures of governance
	Slide 14: Possible measures of utility performance
	Slide 15: The role of boards
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Prioritising diverse utility board roles
	Slide 20: Introductions 

