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Mengemedaol. On behalf of the Board and the Association, 
I extend a warm welcome to all delegates to the 32nd Annual 
Conference of the Pacific Power Association in the beautiful 
islands of the Republic of Palau.

This year’s conference program has been meticulously 
designed to cater to everyone—from Utility Board Directors to 
CEOs, as well as Technical and Non-Technical representatives 
from member utilities. 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to all delegates for joining 
us at this significant event, kindly hosted by the Palau 
Public Utilities Corporation (PPUC). This marks the fourth 
time PPUC has graciously hosted our conference having 
previously done so in 2003, 2013 and 2018.

We would also like to extend a special welcome to the 
Chief Executive Officers who are participating in their first 
conference, especially those who also served as Board 
Directors. Your presence adds value to our discussions.

Additionally, we are excited to welcome several new Allied 
Members attending their first conference. I encourage our 
Active Members to engage with these new partners and 
explore how they can contribute to your utilities.

Our program this year revolves around a critical theme 
identified by the Board during the 31st Conference: “Smart 
Grids and Digital Transformation in Energy”. Running a 
utility today involves more than just technical operations; 
it encompasses environmental, financial, regulatory, and 
social compliance considerations.

I encourage all delegates to actively participate in the 
discussions and to leverage this opportunity for the benefit 
of your organizations.

The Secretariat wishes to express its sincere appreciation to 
the presenters for their efforts in preparing and presenting 
their papers, as well as to the sponsors whose financial 
support has been vital for making this conference a success.

Lastly, we extend our gratitude to our host utility, PPUC, 
under the leadership of Mr. Frank Kyota and his dedicated 
team, for ensuring that everything is in place for another 
successful conference.

Vinaka Vakalevu and Mesulang.

MESSAGE FROM THE
PPA CHAIRMAN

Mr. Wallon Young
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Alii! A very warm welcome to the Republic of Palau 
for the 32nd Annual Pacific Power Association 
Conference and Trade Exhibition. It is a profound 
honor for us to host this vital gathering, and we are 
delighted to welcome you to our pristine shores. 
As a nation deeply connected to the ocean and the 
land, we are thrilled to share the beauty and spirit 
of Palau with all of you.

This conference marks a significant moment for 
Palau, as we have the privilege of hosting for the 
fourth time. Our island nation stands as a microcosm 
of the challenges and opportunities facing our 
entire Pacific community. We are both stewards of 
a pristine natural environment and a small island 
developing state that relies heavily on imported 
fuel, which exposes us to volatile global markets. 
This reality drives our urgent focus on developing a 
sustainable, resilient, and affordable energy future 
for our people. 

Our island’s unwavering commitment to our 
Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) goal 
remain and continue to influence the planning, 
resourcing and development of our energy sector. 

That goal remains to achieve 100% of our generation 
from renewable sources by year 2032.

The theme of this year’s conference—”Smart 
Grids and Digital Transformation in Energy”—is 
exceptionally timely and relevant. For the Pacific, 
this is not a theoretical discussion; it is a matter 
of survival and security. For our island grids, smart 
technologies offer a path to greater reliability and 
efficiency, helping to overcome the challenges of 
aging infrastructure and the disruptions caused by 
an intensifying climate.

Digital transformation is the key to unlocking the 
full potential of renewable energy sources, and thus, 
striking our very first major IPP arrangement a few 
years ago was a great stride in this direction. Smart 
grids will enable us to better integrate and manage 
the new technology and resource, ensuring stability 
and reliability. The overall concept continues to be 
developed to optimal levels of performance and 
benefits for all, through the unwavering support 
from our regional partners, agencies and countries. 

The fact that no single country can navigate this 
complex energy transition alone is understood. 
Strength comes from collaboration—sharing 
knowledge, resources, and best practices. During 
the discussions, workshops, and trade exhibition 
over the next few days, it is encouraged to build 
on the foundations of partnership that define the 
Pacific family.

In conclusion, gratitude is extended to the Pacific 
Power Association Secretariat and the Palau Public 
Utilities Corporation for their hard work in organizing 
this event. The commitment to a sustainable energy 
future from all delegates is appreciated. It is hoped 
that the time spent here will be productive, the 
discussions enlightening, and the stay in Palau 
memorable.

Kom kmal mesulang! Thank you, and welcome!

MESSAGE FROM THE
CHIEF GUEST

Ministry of Public Infrastructure, Industries 
and Commerce

Hon. Charles I. Obichang
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PACIFIC POWER ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

PALAU PUBLIC UTILITIES CORPORATION CONFERENCE 
COMMITTEE

From Left - Right: Judy Yuen, Reena Suliana and Mr. Gordon Chang (Executive Director), Vilikesa Raqio

Backrow far left: Ulai Kyota, Donna JM Titiml, Torual Gibbons, Marson Aderiano, Alec Swei, Indhira Ngirkelau, 
Front row right to left: Ashlee Palacios, Kaya Solomon, Destiny Emesiochel (not in the photo but part of the PPUC 

Conference Committee team: Sherwin Wasai, Dee Lola Reklai, Sasha Lirow, Pua Ngiraswei, Johany Kuihara, Joseph 
Anastacio, Deanne Olkeriil)
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Conference Sessions Agenda

Sunday 21 September 2025

1200 – 1700 Registration for PPA Conference Delegates Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1400 - 1700 World Bank - From Visions to Actions: Catalyzing 
Energy Transition in the Pacific

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

Monday 22 September 2025

0830 - 1000  CEOs retreat with Donor Partners: Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 Utility Board Directors’ Workshop Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 �Engineers Workshop - Inspections of Solar 
Systems

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1000 – 1030 Morning Tea Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Sponsored By: Nauru Utilities Corporation

1030 – 1200  CEOs retreat with Donor Partners Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 Utility Board Directors’ Workshop Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 �Engineers Workshop - Inspections of Solar 
Systems

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1200 – 1300 Lunch Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Sponsored By: Chuuk Public Utilities Corporation

1300 – 1500  CEOs retreat with Donor Partners Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 Utility Board Directors’ Workshop Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 �Engineers Workshop - Inspections of Solar 
Systems

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
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 Informal Allied Members Meeting Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre 

1500 - 1530 Afternoon Tea Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Sponsored By: Nauru Utilities Corporation

1530 – 1700  Allied Members’ Meeting (open to all members) Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 Utility Board Directors’ Workshop Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 �Engineers Workshop – Inspections of Solar 
Systems

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1700 – 1800 Prepare for Welcome Reception – Sponsored By 
the host utility, Palau Public Utilities Corporation 

Palau Royal Resort 

Tuesday 23 September 2025

0830 - 0900 All delegates assembly and seated Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

0900 - 1000 Arrival of Chief Guest: Minister of Public 
Infrastructure, Industries and Commerce

Honorable Charles Obichang

Introduction by MC: PPA Executive Director Mr. Gordon Chang

Opening Prayer: General Manager, Tuvalu Electricity 
Corporation

Mr. Mafalu Lotolua

Welcome Remarks: Host Utility Chief Executive 
Officer

Mr. Frank Kyota

Welcome Address: PPA Board Chairman Mr. Wallon Young

Official Opening of the 32nd Annual Conference 
by Chief Guest: Minister of Public Infrastructure, 
Industries and Commerce

Honorable Charles Obichang
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Keynote Address – Director, Southeast Asia and 
the Pacific Team, Energy Sector Office, Asian 
Development Bank

Mr. Keiju Mitsuhashi

Vote of thanks: PPA Allied Members Chairman Mr. Joe Reed

Acknowledgment of Sponsors: PPA Executive 
Director

Mr. Gordon Chang

Official Conference Photograph Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1000 - 1030 Morning Tea Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Sponsored by: Marshalls Energy Company

1030 - 1200  �Continuation of Utility Board Directors 
Workshop

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 �Engineers Workshop - Inspections of Solar 
Systems (Site visit)

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

Session 1: Panel Discussions
Chair: Mr. Joe Reed, PPA Allied Members Chairman

 World Bank Presentation:

“�Early Market Engagement for FSM and RMI 
procurement of solar PV/BESS and mini grids”

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1200 – 1300 Lunch
Sponsored by: S&C Electric Company Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1300 - 1500  �Continuation of Utility Board Directors 
Workshop

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 �Engineers Workshop - Inspections and Compliance 
checks for Solar PV Systems (AS/NZS/NEC)

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
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Session 2: Presentations Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Chair: Wallon Young, Executive Director, American 
Samoa Power Authority

1300 – 1330 “Where are the Real Benefit of Digital Twin?” – Mr. 
Nicholas Phillips, Itron 

1330 – 1400 “Paradigm shift in Diversity and Supply of Energy” – 
Mr. John Benavente, Guam Power Authority  

1400 – 1430 “Digitizing Islanded Grids: Lessons From French 
Polynesia” – Ms. Agnieszka Rychlicka, Energy Pool 

1430 – 1500 “Modernizing Island Grids with Smart Hybrid 
Systems” – Mr. Kari Punnonen, Wartsila

Q&A

 �Continuation of Utility Board Directors 
Workshop

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 �Engineers Workshop - Inspections and Compliance 
checks for Solar PV Systems (AS/NZS/NEC)

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1500 – 1530 Afternoon Tea Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Sponsored by: Marshalls Energy Company

1530 – 1700 Session 3:
 �Continuation of Utility Board Directors 

Workshop
Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 �Engineers Workshop - Inspections and Compliance 
checks for Solar PV Systems (AS/NZS/NEC)

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

 PPA Board Meeting (open to all members) Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1800 – 2100 Opening of Trade Exhibition sponsored by: 
Hawthorne CAT

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

&
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Trade Exhibition Opening Programme

1815 – 1820 Delegates to assemble at Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre 

1820 - 2100 Arrival of Chief Guest: Director of Budget & Finance, 
Ministry of Finance  

Mr. Caleb Udui Jr.

Opening Remarks by MC – Allied Members 
Chairman

Mr. Joe Reed

Address and Opening of the Trade Exhibition by: 
Director of Budget & Finance, Ministry of Finance  

Mr. Caleb Udui Jr.

Sponsor speaking slot: Project Manager, Hawthorne 
CAT

Mr. Jimmy Cruz

Closing Remarks by MC – Allied Members 
Chairman

Mr. Joe Reed

Visit All Booth Exhibitors by Chief Guest and PPA 
Allied Members Chairman

Wednesday 23 September 2025

0830 – 1000 Session 4: Speed Networking Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Utility CEOs and Allied Members
(Coordinated by Allied Members Chairman –
Mr. Joe Reed)

1000 – 1030 Morning Tea Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Sponsored By: Wartsila

1030 – 1200 Session 5: Continuation of Speed Networking Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Utility CEOs and Allied Members
(Coordinated by Allied Members Chairman –
Mr. Joe Reed)

1200 – 1300 Lunch Ancient Village of Ordomel, Airai
Sponsored By: World Bank
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1300 – 1600 Session 6: Informal Networking (For all delegates) Ancient Village of Ordomel, Airai
 �Utility CEOs, Allied Members, Affiliate Members 

and Development Partners

1800 – 2130 Conference Dinner: Sponsored By: Pernix (Fiji) Pte 
Limited

Palau Pacific Resort

Conference Dinner Programme

1800 – 2130 Welcome Remarks by PPA Executive Director Mr. Gordon Chang 

Sponsor Speaking Slot: Pernix Chief Executive 
Officer – Pacific

Mr. Abhyas Chand

Closing Remark by Host Utility CEO, Palau Public 
Utilities Corporation

Mr. Frank Kyota 

Dinner

Thursday 25 September 2025

0830 – 1000 Session 7: Presentations Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Chair: Delilah Homelo, Chief Executive Officer, 
Solomon Power, Solomon Islands

0830 – 0900 “Field-Based Meter Site Analysis for Revenue 
Integrity and Loss Prevention”, Mr. Marcus 
Zickefoose, Radian Research

0900 – 0930 “Hadron Energy’s 10 Mwe Micro Modular Reactor 
(MMR)”, Mr. Ross Ridenoure, Hadron Energy

0930 – 1000 “Energy Transition in the Pacific Island Countries, 
Challenges and Solutions”, Mr. Kyoji Fujii, Yachiyo 
Engineering Co.

Q&A

 �Engineers Workshop – Presentation on 
Benchmarking Results/PRISM

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre 
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1000 – 1030 Morning Tea Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Sponsored By: Guam Power Authority

1030 – 1200 Session 8: Presentations Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Chair: Lesley Katoa, Chief Executive Officer, Te 
Aponga Uira, Cook Islands

1030 – 1100 “Smart Grids for the Pacific: Unlocking revenue, 
resilience and renewables”, Mr. Ross Waddington, 
Utilligence

1100 – 1130 “The Tonga Renewable Energy Project (TREP): 
Lessons from BESS and SCADA implementation with 
low network visibility”, Mr. Lachlan McKenna, Entura

1130 - 1200 “Grid Readiness for Smart Renewable Energy 
Transitions in Pacific Islands”, Mr. Janendra Prasad, 
University of New South Wales

Q&A
 �Engineers Workshop - Presentation on 

Benchmarking Results/PRISM
Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1200 – 1300 Lunch Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Sponsored By: NiuPower

ow
1300 – 1500 Session 9: Presentations Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

Chair: Anthony Dimapilis, Chief Executive Officer, 
Nauru Utilities Corporation

1300 – 1330 “Electric Power Operations 10-year Plan”, Mr. Ramon 
Adelbai, Palau Public Utilities Corporation 

1330 – 1400 “Women Energizing the Pacific”, Ms. Helle Buchhave, 
World Bank PWIP

1400 – 1430 “Market-facing pipeline of energy projects in the 
Pacific” Mr. Robert Guild, PRIF

1430 - 1500 “Economically Optimized and Autonomous EV Smart 
Charging,” Mr. Leon Roose, Hawaii Natural Energy 
Institute
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Q&A

 �Engineers Workshop – CRISIL – De-Risking 
Energy Supply

Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1500 - 1530 Afternoon Tea Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre
Sponsored By: Guam Power Authority

1530 - 1700 Session 10: Annual General Meeting Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

1800 – 2100 Closing of Trade Exhibition sponsored by: Sinosoar Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre

Trade Exhibition Closing Programme

1800 – 1815 Delegates to assemble at Ngarachamayong Cultural Centre 

1815 - 2100 Arrival of Chief Guest: PPUC Chairman Mr. Raegan Belechel

Opening Remarks by MC –Chairman - Allied 
Members

Mr. Joe Reed

Address and Closing of the Trade Exhibition: PPUC 
Chairman

Mr. Raegan Belechel 

Sponsor Speaking Slot: General Manager, Sino Soar 
Hybrid

Mr. Chao Li

Closing Remarks by MC – Chairman - Allied 
Members

Mr. Joe Reed 
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SPEAKERS BIO-PAGES

Mr. Keiju Mitsuhashi – KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Energy Director | Asian Development Bank 

Keiju Mitsuhashi is Energy Director at the Asian Development Bank (ADB). As 
a regional energy director for Southeast Asia and the Pacific, Keiju aspires to 
develop over $10 billion project pipeline in the region. His current focus in the 
Pacific includes renewable energy integration into the grid, energy access, sector 
reforms, private sector development, and Pacific focused regional approach to 
quality infrastructure. He has extensive experience in upstream to downstream 
activities of project financing covering, power generation, transmission, and 
distribution systems, including advanced metering infrastructure. Keiju has 
more than 25 years of professional work experience. He joined ADB in 2009. He 
is a national of Japan, and has a Doctorate from the University of Sussex, the 
United Kingdom. 

....................................................................................................................................

Mr. Nicholas Phillips   
Head of Technical Sales | Itron 

Nick Phillips is the APAC technical sales lead at Itron, where he provides strategic 
advice, business solution offerings and technical consultancy across the region. 
His current focus is on transforming Itron’s diverse product portfolio into actionable 
business insights, driving innovation and resource efficiency across the industry. 
With a nearly 30-year career in the electric utility industry, Nick has a proven track 
record of delivering complex solutions to utilities and government-regulated 
entities, specifically in the areas of electricity metering and settlements. Nick’s 
career began in Power Systems Modelling research before he transitioned into 
the commercial sector. Throughout his career, he has designed and built bespoke 
systems for major utilities in both the United Kingdon and Australia and has 
provided expert consulting services through leading firms such as Logica, CGI 
and Capgemini. In recent years, Nick expanded his expertise beyond electricity to 
include gas and water systems, smart streetlights and city sensor applications. 
Nick holds a Bachelor of Science in Physics from the Imperial College of London 
and a Master of Science in Astronomy & Astrophysics from St. Andrews University, 
Scotland.

....................................................................................................................................

Mr. John Benavente 
General Manager | Guam Power Authority 

John M. Benavente is the General Manager of the Guam Power Authority (GPA). 
His expertise spans over four decades of technical, engineering, operations 
and executive leadership in the power and water utility-related fields; across 
both the government and private sectors. He has held the position of General 
Manager serving Guam’s utilities for over 27 years during this period. John’s 
current efforts include addressing GPA’s core value strategies of providing a 
sustainable, affordable energy supply for Guam, hardening the utility’s electric 
grid infrastructure, workforce development and management, commissioning 
GPA’s new, highly efficient, combined cycle 198 megawatt Ukudu power plant 
under an IPP contract with KEPCO/EWP, and achieving aggressive renewable 
energy goals. Through his leadership efforts, the Guam Power Authority has 
improved its resiliency and recovery against catastrophic natural disasters; built 
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a smart-energy grid, including a state-of-the-art SCADA system; adding over 120 
megawatts of renewable energy and energy storage; and maintained favorable 
investment-grade bond status. John is a licensed Professional Engineer. He 
holds a Master of Science in Engineering Management from the University of 
Missouri (Rolla) and a Bachelor of Science Mechanical Engineering degree from 
the University of Dayton. He is immediate past Director of the American Public 
Power Association, representing Guam, CNMI, American Samoa, Virgin Islands, 
Puerto Rico, and Canada

....................................................................................................................................

Ms. Agnieszka Rychlicka 
Business Development Manager | Energy Pool Development 

Agnieszka Rychlicka has a double degree from Poland and France and graduated 
top of her class from Lyon Jean Moulin University in 2015 with a degree in Business 
Development in Emerging Markets. This milestone marked the beginning of her 
international career, reflecting her passion for supporting developing countries. 
She has since worked for various French software companies, utilizing her fluency 
in five languages. In 2022, she joined Energy Pool as a Business Development 
Manager, where she leverages her software expertise to address the growing 
needs of the Asia-Pacific region and to support its renewable transition by 
promoting Energy Pool’s advanced Energy Management System for microgrids.

....................................................................................................................................

Mr. Kari Punnonen
Energy Business Director, Australasia | Wartsila Energy 

Heading Wärtsilä’s Energy Business in Australasia, Kari Punnonen is dedicated 
to steering the region towards cleaner energy. His mission is to help decision-
makers in Australasia find the right solutions to accelerate the energy transition. 
With over 30 years at Wärtsilä Energy in various sales roles, Kari’s exceptional 
understanding of the energy industry and his leadership have made him a true 
people person. He has played a pivotal role in advancing Australia’s energy 
transition and meeting the growing electricity demands of Pacific Island Nations. 
Kari has also been deeply involved in Indonesian power projects, collaborating 
with the national utility company. His recent track record includes installing over 
a gigawatt of dual-fuel engine-based power plants across numerous Indonesian 
islands. Kari holds an MSc in energy technology and international marketing. 
In his personal life, he is a passionate sailor who actively participates in races 
throughout the Singapore region.

....................................................................................................................................

Mr. Marcus Zickefoose
Manager of Customer Solutions and Marketing | Radian Research  

Marcus Zickefoose is the Manager of Customer Solutions and Marketing at 
Radian Research, Inc., where he leads the company’s sales, marketing, and product 
management teams. In March, he will celebrate 22 years with Radian, during 
which he has become a recognized subject matter expert in energy measurement, 
electric meter testing, utility asset management systems, and more. Marcus 
is passionate about engaging with customers, tackling their most complex 
challenges, and sharing his expertise as an instructor at multiple electric utility 
meter schools. He frequently lectures and conducts training on a wide range of 
topics, including Electric Energy Metrology, Power Quality, Harmonics, Demand 
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Interval Testing, and the Fundamentals of Electricity Meter Testing. Marcus 
earned his bachelor’s degree in Electrical Engineering Technology from Purdue 
University in 2002. Before and after graduation, he worked as an Application 
Engineer at Caterpillar Inc., supporting pre- and post-sales efforts for natural gas 
and diesel engines and generator systems used in electric power generation. 
In 2004, he joined Radian Research as an Application Engineer, initially leading 
customer support for the company’s Energy Reference Standards and Field 
Test Equipment. Over the years, he has also served as Sales Engineer, Product 
Manager, and Regional Sales Manager.

....................................................................................................................................

Ross Ridenoure
Chief Nuclear Officer | Hadron Energy

Ross Ridenoure is a nuclear engineer and the Chief Nuclear Officer of Hadron 
Energy, where he supports the design, licensing, and commercialization of the 
company’s Micro Modular Reactor (MMR) program. With over 40 years of nuclear 
industry experience in the US Navy and commercial nuclear power - including 
three Senior Reactor Operator license - and 15 years of executive leadership 
roles—Ross specializes in developing safe, reliable, and economically competitive 
light-water reactor technology. His career spans reactor operations, regulatory 
compliance, and advanced nuclear innovation, with a focus on simplifying designs 
to maximize reliability, ease of operation, and rapid deployment.

....................................................................................................................................

Mr. Fujii Kyojii
Deputy Director General, International Division | Yachiyo Engineering Co., Ltd

Kyoji FUJII is a consulting engineer for power sector. He has 12 years’ work 
experience at electric power utility in Japan and 21 years at consulting firm. He 
has engaged in feasibility studies, master plans and outline design studies of 
power system mainly in Pacific Island countries and Sub Saharan African countries. 
His latest work with ADB is “Capacity Building and Sector Reform for Renewable 
Energy Investments in the Pacific - Preparing Sustainable Investment Program 
(PAL)”. His previous works with JICA for Palau are “Master Plan Study for the 
Upgrading of Electric Power Supply in the Republic of Palau” and “Preparatory 
Survey on the Project for Enhancing Power Generation Capacity in the Urban 
Area in the Republic of Palau”.

....................................................................................................................................

Mr. Ross Waddington
CEO, Pacific Island Renewables/Palau Solar
Decarbonising Island Nations through engineering innovation | Utilligence

Ross brings 35+ years of energy expertise to his leadership of the Utilligence 
Group’s Pacific Island ventures. In 2013, he founded Utilligence (one of the UK’s 
leading grid consultancies) and in 2022, we began operations in Palau, firstly 
with Palau Solar, bringing affordable solar to low-income homes, and then to the 
wider Pacific Islands with several renewable energy projects. 

....................................................................................................................................
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Mr. Lachlan McKenna 
Renewable Energy Engineer | Entura 

Lachlan McKenna is a renewable energy engineer with over five years of experience 
in engineering, project management and consulting across the lifecycle of solar, 
onshore and offshore wind, battery energy storage and micro-grid projects. 
Since joining Entura as a graduate in 2021, Lachlan has contributed to more 
than 50 projects with a particular focus on energy transitions in Indo-Pacific 
nations including the Kingdom of Tonga and FSM. Clients have included utilities, 
government departments, development banks, developers, IPPs, EPCs and 
prospective owners. His experience has encompassed techno-commercial 
feasibility studies in Tonga, site investigations in FSM, factory acceptance testing 
of major equipment including BESS in China, due diligence advisory, detailed 
design, asset management investigation and owner’s engineering services to help 
clients navigate technical and non-technical challenges. Lachlan is passionate 
about improving access to affordable clean energy for all through appropriate 
application of modern technology.

....................................................................................................................................

Janendra (Jay) Prasad
MBA, BE, MIEAust, CPEng, NER, RPEQ, Researcher PhD Candidate | University 
of New South Wales

Jay Prasad is a Chartered Professional Electrical Engineer (CPEng, RPEQ) with 
over 25 years of experience delivering sustainable energy solutions for utilities 
across Australia and the Pacific. His doctoral research focuses on open-source 
capacity expansion modelling and integrating high penetrations of renewable 
energy into island grids. Jay bridges industry and academia, fostering knowledge 
transfer and innovation through strong partnerships with regional multilateral 
agencies. As the Founder and Director of Scinergy Pacific, Jay leads a regionally 
based consultancy specialising in renewable energy planning, capacity expansion 
modelling, and institutional strengthening across the Pacific and Southeast Asia. 
A strong advocate for regionally led solutions, he delivers techno-economic 
assessments, on-/off-grid solutions, capacity building and training, and owner’s 
engineer services—supporting governments, utilities, and development partners 
in accelerating the region’s energy transition.

....................................................................................................................................

Mr. Ramon Adelbai
Electric Power Operations Planner | Palau Public Utilities Corporation 

“Mr. Adelbai is the Electric Power Operations Planner for the Palau Public Utilities 
Corporation. Mr. Adelbai began his career in PPUC in 2012 as a Mechanical 
Engineer in the Power Generation Division. He earned his bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering from Chinese Culture University in Taipei, Taiwan in 
2012, and his master’s degree in business administration from Kwansei Gakuin 
University in Hyogo, Japan in 2018.”

....................................................................................................................................
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Ms. Helle Buchhave
Senior Social Development Specialist and Global Gender Lead | World Bank

Helle Buchhave, is a Senior Social Development Specialist and Global Gender 
Lead. She is based in Washington DC, where she leads the global gender program 
of the Social Sustainability and Inclusion Global Practice, providing strategic 
advice to global, regional and country teams and leading gender analysis and 
programs in Viet Nam, Pacific, Cambodia, Indonesia and Tanzania. Prior, she has 
developed and led the Bank’s Regional and Country Gender Programs in the East 
Asia and Pacific region, major regional and country level technical assistance and 
analytical projects on social inclusion, policy support, and designed innovations 
for the Energy and Transport sectors. She has worked extensively on corporate 
and country strategies, and policy dialog. Ms. Buchhave joined the World Bank in 
2004. Before, she was based in Lao PDR, as manager of the Poverty Unit of the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). Ms. Buchhave holds a Master 
in Human Geography from the University of Copenhagen, Denmark.

....................................................................................................................................

Mr. Robert Guild 
Team Leader | Pacific Regional Infrastructure Facility 

Robert is an expert on infrastructure investment for social and economic 
development. He holds degrees in civil engineering, public administration, urban 
and regional planning, and international development and began his career as 
an engineer in the United States prior to working extensively for bilateral and 
multilateral agencies in international development. He has advised governments, 
the private sector, and multilateral institutions in over two dozen countries in Asia, 
the Pacific, and Latin America. Prior to joining PRIF, Robert was with the Asian 
Development Bank since 2003 where he served as Chief Sector Officer; Director 
for Transport for East Asia; Director for Transport, Energy, and Natural Resources 
for the Pacific; and Transport Specialist for the Pacific. He spent four years as 
the Economic Infrastructure Adviser at the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat in 
Fiji and served two years as a volunteer in the Solomon Islands.

....................................................................................................................................

Mr. Leon Roose 
Chief Technologist, GridSTART | Hawaii Natural Energy Institute

Mr. Roose is a tenured faculty member of the Hawai'i Natural Energy Institute 
(HNEI), University of Hawai'i at Mānoa, where he formed and has led for over 
a decade HNEI’s GridSTART (Grid System Technologies Advanced Research 
Team), a team of professionals focused on energy transition enabling policy and 
regulation, advanced grid architectures, grid modernization technologies, and 
novel methods to achieve reliable grid integration of RE resources, power system 
optimization and energy resilience goals. He served in numerous leadership roles 
at the Hawaiian Electric Company for 19 years prior including management of 
renewable energy planning and integration, generation resource planning and 
competitive procurement, negotiation and administration of all power purchase 
agreements for the utility, transmission and distribution system planning, smart 
grid planning and projects, system relaying and protection, and fuel purchase 
and supply to all utility generating plants. He is a licensed attorney, formerly 
in private law practice in Hawai'i and served as Associate General Counsel at 
Hawaiian Electric. He holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering and a J.D. from the 
University of Hawai'i at Mānoa.

....................................................................................................................................
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32nd PACIFIC POWER ASSOCIATION TRADE EXHIBITORS 

Exhibition 
Table # Allied Members

1.

2. Sustainable Energy Industry 
Association in the Pacific Islands

3. Aggreko NZ Ltd 

4. Koppers

5. HNAC Technology

6. CBS Power Solutions

7. Cummins 

8. Mana Pacific 

9. Hadron Energy 

10. AR Industrial

11. Arthur D Riley

12.

13. HDF Energy

14. Carptrac

15. Boroko Power Generation Motors

16. Canadian Solar

17. S&C Electric

18. Delstar

19.

20.

21. Yachiyo Engineering 

22. Utilligence 

23. Power & Marine

24. Energy Pool Development

25. Karpowership

26. ComAp

27. Selectronic

28. Solar Pacific Pristine Inc - TBC

29. Pacific Engineering Projects

30. Itron

31. Pernix Fiji 

Exhibition 
Table # Allied Members

32. Turbochargers 

33. Hawthorne

34. Nan Electrical Cables

35. NOJA Power

36. ITP Renewables 

37. Marinsa International Inc. 

38. Wartsila

39. Radian Research

40. OHM International 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

PPA thanks the following members for supporting the 32nd PPA Annual Conference and Trade Exhibition 
through their sponsorship.

Events Sponsor

Monday Morning Tea & Afternoon Tea Nauru Utilities Corporation 

Monday Lunch Chuuk Public Utilities Corporation 

Monday Dinner Palau Public Utilities Corporation

Tuesday Morning Tea & Afternoon Tea Marshalls Energy Company 

Tuesday Lunch S&C Electric Company 

Tuesday Opening of Trade Exhibition Hawthorne CAT 

Wednesday Morning Tea Wartsila 

Wednesday Lunch World Bank  

Wednesday Conference Dinner Pernix (Fiji) Pte Limited 

Thursday Morning Tea & Afternoon Tea Guam Power Authority

Thursday Lunch NiuPower  

Thursday Closing of Trade Exhibition Sinosoar

Monday Conference shirt/blouse Pacific Engineering Projects

Tuesday Conference shirt/blouse CBS Power 

Wednesday Conference Polo shirts Carptrac & Boroko Motors Power Generation

Conference caps Nan Electrical Cables 

Conference Satchels Sulzer 

Conference Program World Bank – PWIP

In kind sponsorship Accelleron

Other Major Sponsors:

1. Asian Development Bank (ADB)

2. The World Bank

3. Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water – Australia (DCCEEW) 
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Australian Government
Department of Climate Change, Energy,
the Environment and Water

Power Solutions

SPONSORS FOR THE 
32nd ANNUAL PPA CONFERENCE
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PARTICIPATING ACTIVE MEMBERS
No. Active Members

1. American Samoa Power Authority

2. Electric Power Corporation, Samoa

3. Energy Fiji Limited

4. Chuuk Public Utilities Corporation 

5. Commonwealth Utilities Corporation, Saipan

6. Guam Power Authority

7. Kosrae Utilities Authority

8. Kwajalein Atoll Joint Resource

9. Marshalls Energy Company

10. Nauru Utilities Corporation

11. Niue Power Corporation

12. Palau Public Utilities Corporation 

13. PNG Power Limited 

14. Pohnpei Utilities Corporation 

15. Public Utilities Board, Kiribati

16. Solomon Power

17. Te Aponga Uira, Cook Islands

18. Tuvalu Electricity Corporation 

19. UNELCO, Vanuatu

20. Yap State Public Service Commission

2332nd Annual PPA Conference & Trade Exhibition |



No. Allied Members

1 Aggreko

2 AR Industrial

3 Arthur D Riley

4 Boroko Motors Power Generation

5 Canadian Solar

6 Carptrac

7 CBS Power Solutions

8 ComAp Pty Ltd

9 CRISIL Ltd

10 Cummins

11 Delstar

12 DHInfrastructure LLC

13 Entura

14 Energy Pool

15 Essential Energy

16 FSM Petroleum

17 Hadron Energy

18 Hawthorne

19 HDF Energy

20 HNAC Technology

21 ITP Renewables

22 Itron

23
Japan Electric Power Information 
Centre

24 Karpowership

25 Koppers

26 Mana Pacific

27 Marinsa International Inc.

28 Nan Electrical

29 NiuPower Limited

30 NOJA Power

31 OHM International

32 Pacific Engineering Projects

33 Pacific Energy

No. Allied Members

34 Pernix Fiji Pte Limited

35 Petro Oceania Energy Pte Limited

36 Power & Marine Engineers Ltd

37 Radian Research

38 S&C Electric Company

39 Selectronic Australia

40 Sino Soar Hybrid

41 Solar Pacific Pristine Inc.

42 Sulzer

43
Sustainable Energy Industry of the 
Pacific Islands

44 Turbochargers / Accelleron

45 Union Petrochemical

46 Utilligence

47 Wartsila

48 Yachiyo Engineering Co., Ltd

PARTICIPATING ALLIED MEMBERS
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No. Affiliate Members/ Development Partners

1. Asian Development Bank 

2. World Bank 

3.
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and 
Water (DCCEEW)

4. UK Government 

5. Pacific Regional Infrastructure Facility 

6. Pacific Community (SPC) 

7. University of New South Wales 

8. Hawaii Natural Energy Institute

9. Federated States of Micronesia Government

PARTICIPATING AFFILIATE MEMBERS/
DEVELOPMENT PARTNERS
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NOTES
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NOTES
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  P A C I F I C   P O W E R  A S S O C I A T I O
N

Contact Details
 Ground Floor, Naibati House, 

Goodenough Street, Suva, Fiji Islands  
Postal Address: Private Mail Bag Suva, Fiji Islands

Phone: +679 3306 022 Email: ppa@ppa.org.fj Website: www.ppa.org.fj

Pacific Power Association
“Serving the Power Industry in the Pacific Islands”


