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Mission Assess to sustainable and quality electricity services for the people of 
the Pacific Islands Region.

Vision To support the Pacific Islands Country and Territory (PICT) power utilities in 
the provision of high quality, secure, efficient and sustainable electricity services.
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Executive Director’s Message
The year in review, 2017, had been a busier year by far 
for the Pacific Power Association.

There has been only one change in the composition 
of the PPA Board of Directors where Scott Coles who 
had been Alternate Allied Members’ Chairman was 
formally elected as the Allied Members’ Chairman at 
the 27th Annual Conference. 

The PPA’s Active and Allied membership remained 
unchanged this year with some increase in the 
Affiliate Membership; an indication of development 
partners and regional organizations wanting to work 
with the PPA. The Allied Membership dropped by one 
this year whilst the Affiliate Membership increased by 
five and the Active Membership remained the same. 
This had resulted the Membership increase from 162 
as at 1 January 2017 to 167 at the close of 2017.

The activities funded under the Sustainable Energy 
Industry Development Project (SEIDP) have begun 
in earnest with training workshops and other project 
activities. Whilst the beneficiaries of this grant are 
World Bank country members, the PPA Secretariat 
continues to solicit funds and explore opportunities 
to collaborate with other organizations that work 
in the energy sector to benefit its non-World Bank 
members.

The project consultants; the Electrical Engineer and 
Procurement Advisor completed their first 12 months 
of their consultancy contracts and was subsequently 
renewed for another 12 months.

The Association successfully held its 26th Annual 
Conference and Trade Exhibition in Apia, Samoa, 
from 31 July to 4 August 2017, hosted by the Electric 
Power Corporation of Samoa. The conference 
attendance exceeded all conferences for delegates 
and exhibitors to date. 

This 26th annual conference attracted a total of 308 
delegates with 89 representing 21 Utility members, 
152 from the 83 Allied Members, 21 spouses and 46 
delegates from development partners, government 
representatives and regional and multilateral aid 
agencies. 

For the first time, the PPA in an effort to make the 

annual conference more interactive organized plenary 
sessions and discussion panels with participation 
from the utilities, utility Board Directors, Government 
officials and development partners. 

The 2017 Annual Conference was also the first 
time that a number of Pacific Island Government 
Ministers and Officials responsible for Energy and 
Infrastructure have been invited to attend the PPA 
Conference. The PPA acknowledges the support of 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) and New Zealand 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (NZMFAT) for 
their support in making it possible for the Cook Islands 
Minister of Finance, Kiribati Minister of Public Works, 
Tuvalu’s Deputy Permanent Secretary of Public 
Works and the Tonga minister of Public Enterprise to 
attend the conference.

As in they have done in the past, the contribution 
of the Allied Members continue to be important 
in supporting the Association through their 
subscriptions, sponsorship during the conferences 
and advertising in the PPA publications. 

Looking ahead, 2018 is be more eventful as the 
activities under SEIDP are fully implemented; 
especially the renewable energy resource mapping, 
capacity building, renewable energy and energy 
efficiency guidelines, gender action plan, renewable 
energy integration studies and disaster risk reduction 
and management.

The beneficiaries will need to stay committed to the 
project through fully participating in the activities to 
get the benefits from the project activities.

In closing, the PPA Secretariat on behalf of the 
Board appreciates and acknowledges the continuing 
support of all the Members, development partners, 
PICT Governments and CROP agencies who have 
assisted the Association through the year, 2017.  

We look forward to the continued support in ensuring 
future success. 

Andrew Daka
Executive Director, Pacific Power Association
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1.    PPA Board And Governance
1.1 Board Membership

There was only one change in the composition of the Pacific Power Association Board in the 2017 Fiscal 
Year with Mr. Scott Coles being appointed the Chairman of the Allied Members. This followed the former 
Chairman of the Allied Member, Mr. Jesse Toves’s resignation from Pernix. The Board of Directors of the 
Association as at 31st December 2017:

Chief Executive Utility
Utu Abe Malae American Samoa Power Authority, American Samoa.
Mr. Mark Waite Chuuk Public Utilities Corporation, Chuuk, FSM.
Mr. Gary Camacho Commonwealth Utilities Corporation, Saipan, CNMI.
Tologata Galumalemana 
Lupematasila Tagaloatele Tile

Electric Power Corporation, Samoa.

Mr. Gregoire de Chillaz Electricite de Tahiti, Tahiti, French Polynesia.
Mr. Philippe Mehrenberger Electricite et Eau de Caledonie, New Caledonia.
Mr. David Eyssartier Electricite et Eau de Wallis et Futuna, Iles Wallis.
Mr. Jean-Michel Deveza Enercal, New Caledonia.
Mr. Hasmukh Patel Fiji Electricity Authority,  Republic of Fiji
Mr. John M. Benavente Guam Power Authority, Guam.
Mr. Fred Skilling Kosrae Utility Authority, Kosrae, FSM.
Mr. Romeo Alfred Kwajalein Atoll Joint Utility Resources, Republic of 

Marshall Islands.
Mr. Jack Chong Gum Marshalls Energy Company, Republic of Marshall 

Islands.
Mr. Abraham Simpson Nauru Utilities Corporation, Republic of Nauru
Mr. Warren Halatau Niue Power Corporation, Niue
Mr. Alex Oa PNG Power Limited, Papua New Guinea.
Mr. Nixon Anson Pohnpei Utilities Corporation, Pohnpei, FSM.
Mr. Wayne Brearley Public Utilities Board, Republic of Kiribati.
Mr. Kione J. Isechal, P.E Public Utilities Corporation, Republic of Palau.
Mr. Pradip Verma Solomon Islands Electricity Authority, Solomon Islands.
Mr. Apii Timoti Te Aponga Uira O Tumu-Te-Varovaro, Cook Islands.
Mr. Robert Matthews Tonga Power Limited
Mr. Mafalu Lotolua Tuvalu Electricity Corporation, Tuvalu.
Mr. David Lefevre Unelco Vanuatu Limited, Vanuatu.
Mr. Faustino Yangmog Yap State Public Service Corporation, Yap FSM.
Mr. Scott Coles Chairman, Allied Members
Mr. Andrew D. Daka Executive Director 
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1.2 Executive Committee

With Mr. Scott Cole’s appointment as Allied Members’ Chairman, the Executive Committee membership 
as at 31st December 2017:

Position Incumbent Organization Term
Chairman Mr. Kione J. Isechal PPUC, Palau 2015-2018
Secretary Mr. Mark Waite CPUC, Chuuk State, FSM 2017-2020
Treasurer Tologata Galumalemana 

Lupematasila Tagaloatele 
Tile

EPC, Samoa 2015-2018

Chairman, Allied Members Mr. Scott Coles International Utility Poles 2017–2020
Executive Director Mr. Andrew Daka PPA Secretariat 2017-2020

The Alternate members of the Executive Committee as at 31st December 2017:

Position Incumbent Organization Term
Alternate Chairman Mr. Hasmukh Patel FEA, Fiji Islands 2015-2018
Alternate Secretary Mr. Apii Timoti TAU, Cook Islands 2017-2020
Alternate Treasurer Mr. Abraham Simpson NUC, Nauru 2015-2018
Alternate Chairman, 
Allied Members

Mr. Trevor Lord AVO NZ Ltd 2017-2020

1.3 Board /AGM/ Executive Meetings

The following Pacific Power Association governing council related meetings were held in 2017 during the 
26th Annual Conference:

Meeting Venue Date
Executive Committee Meeting 2017 Apia, Samoa 30 July 2017
Allied Members Meeting 2017 Apia, Samoa 31 July 2017
Board Meeting 2017 Apia, Samoa 1 August 2017
Annual General Meeting 2017 Apia, Samoa 4 August 2017

2.   PPA Secretariat 
2.1 Secretariat Staffing

The staffing level of the Secretariat remained unchanged as at 31st December 2017 as shown below. This 
included two consultants engaged under the World Bank funded SEIDP.

1 Andrew D. Daka Executive Director
2 Gordon J. Chang Deputy Executive Director
3 Reena Suliana Administrative Officer
4 Judy Yuen  Accountant
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5 Philip Silatolu Administrative Assistant
6 Wairarapa J. Young Project Implementation Officer, SEIDP Project Consultant

7 Krishnan Nair Electrical Engineer, SEIDP  Project Consultant
 

2.2 Office Accommodation & Assets

The PPA Secretariat has been granted another further 3 years lease which expires on the 1st of May, 
2020. PPA owned fixed assets as valued by the auditors is FJ$104,302.

 

2.3 Meetings and Conferences

The Executive Director and members of the PPA Secretariat staff attended the following meetings, 
forums, workshops and conferences during 2017. The events attended ranged from energy fora, meeting 
of regional organizations and governments, development partners, training workshops and the Annual 
PPA Conference.

Meeting / Conference Attended Funded By Dates Participants
7th Session of IRENA Assembly, Abu Dhabi, 
UAE 

PPA 14 – 15 January Executive Director

Pacific Resilience Partners Meeting, PIFS 
Headquarters

6 - 8  February Executive Director

42nd CROP Heads Meeting in Honiara, 
Solomon Islands

PPA 12 – 13 
February 

Executive Director, Deputy 
Executive Director

ADB Business Opportunities Fair in Manila, 
Philippines 

PPA 22 – 24 March  Executive Director

Grid Connected Renewable Energies 
Workshop, Nadi, Fiji 

SEIDP 27 – 31 March Executive Director,  Deputy 
Executive Director

CARILEC CEO’s and Finance Conference, 
St Lucia 

PPA 16 – 19 May Executive Director

ADB Asia Clean Energy Forum, Manila, 
Philippines

ADB 5 – 9 June Executive Director

Grid Connected Renewable Energies 
Workshop , Guam

SEIDP/
USDOI

12 – 16 June Executive Director

VERGE Hawaii – Asia Pacific Clean Energy 
Summit, Hawaii

PPA 20 – 22 June Executive Director

DigSILENT Power Systems Modeling 
Workshop, Suva

SEIDP 10 – 13 July Executive Director, Deputy 
Executive Director,
PPA Project Staff

Green Climate Fund Regional Dialogue, 
Nuku’álofa, Tonga

PPA 17 – 21 July Executive Director

26th PPA Annual Conference held in Apia, 
Samoa

PPA/SEIDP 22 July – 5 
August

Executive Director, Deputy 
Executive Director, 
Administrative Officer, PPA 
Project Consultants 
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Public Utilities Research Centre (PURC) 
Advanced International Practices Program 
Benchmarking Infrastructure Operations, 
Florida

SEIDP 7 – 10 August Executive Director

CIGRE Australia, Remote Area Power 
Supply (RAPS), Sydney, Australia 

PPA 15 – 16 August Executive Director

48th Pacific Islands Leaders Forum 
Meeting, Apia, Samoa

PPA 4 – 8 
September

Executive Director

Alliance of Small Island States Ministerial 
Meeting, Maldives

AOSIS 10 – 11 
October 

Executive Director

Pre-Conference visit in Palau PPA 23 – 27 
October 

Executive Director, Deputy 
Executive Director

Power Systems Modelling Training 
Workshop, Nadi, Fiji Islands 

SEIDP 30 October – 3 
November 

Executive Director, PPA 
Project Consultants

Pacific Islands Forum Leaders Audience 
with  the Holy See – Rome 

PPA 11 November Executive Director 

IPS Connect Workshop – Rottnest Island, 
Western Australia 

SEIDP 13 – 17 
November 

Executive Director 

Bank Mission – PPA Secretariat 20 – 21 
November 

Executive Director, Deputy 
Executive Director 

8th Meeting of the Pacific Energy Advisory 
Group – Suva, Fiji 

11 – 15 
December 

Deputy Executive Director 

3.   Training And Workshops
The following training workshops have been facilitated for the PPA Member Utilities which are beneficiaries 
under the projects. However, non-beneficiary utilities have also taken advantage of the availability of these 
training to send their staff to attend as well either through self-funding or with the support of the PPA Secretariat 
soliciting funds from other development partners.
	
Workshops Facilitated Funded By Dates No. of 

Participants
Grid Connected Renewable Energies Workshop, 
Nadi – Fiji Islands  

SEIDP/IRENA 27 – 31 March 22

Grid Connected Renewable Energies Workshop , 
Guam

SEIDP/USDOI/GSEP 12 – 16 June 18

DigSILENT Power Systems Modeling Workshop, 
Suva

SEIDP 10 – 13 July 23

Benchmarking and Variable Renewable Energy 
Integration

PPA/USDOI 31 July – 1 August 17

Power Systems Modelling Training Workshop, 
Nadi, Fiji Islands 

SEIDP 30 October – 3 
November 

19

IPS Connect Workshop – Rottnest Island, 
Western Australia 

SEIDP/IRENA/GSEP 13 – 17 November 7
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4.  PPA Member Services
PPA continues to strive to provide an appropriate range of services to its members. In addition to its focus on 
training, PPA is exploring other opportunities and services for the members.  
It continues to strengthen its position with regional organizations, development partners and donor countries as 
the authoritative source of information relating to the electricity supply sector within the region. 

PPA holds a unique position as a provider of services to electric utilities. It has continued to build on this opportunity 
and strength and is further developing these areas since joining the Council of Regional Organizations in the 
Pacific in September 2007. In addition PPA is now a core member of the Pacific Energy Oversight Group of the 
CROP Organizations. 

4.1 Specialist Services to the Secretariat

A number of consultancies and other specialist services were sought by the Secretariat during the year. 
Below is a list of the consultancy services engaged during 2017:

Company / Individual Services rendered
Dr. Herb Wade Moderator for the Board Members’ Workshop during the 26th 

Annual PPA Conference in Apia, Samoa.
Sun Insurance Insurance of PPA office vehicle
New India Assurance Insurance of PPA Fixed Assets and employees from January –

September 2017
AON Insurance Insurance of PPA Fixed Assets and employees effective from 14 

Sept 2017-13 Sept 2018
BSP Life ED insurance effective from April 2017 – April 2018
Vodafone Fiji Limited Vodafone Calls, Voice and data Contract
Digicel Calls, Voice and data Contract till  Nov 2017
Sherani & Company Providing legal certification for audit and other PPA legal issues.
KPMG Chartered 
Accountants

Audit of PPA 2016 Annual Accounts.

VT Solutions Technology Ltd Computer Network Support
Kidanet Internet Service Provider

4.2 PPA Website

The PPA website was redesigned and completed by Webmedia with the funding provided by World Bank 
in July 2017.  The number of visitors to our website has increased from 9,182 in 2016 to 15,056 in 2017 
as shown in the graph below.   

The website is now a focal point for all our members for the provision of a range of information on utility 
issues.  The new website when on line is of the view to improving the service to our members and assist 
networking among members.
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4.3 26th Annual PPA Conference

A total of 308 delegates representing 21 utilities, 83 companies and 49 affiliates registered to attend the 
conference held in Apia, Samoa.

The 2017 Annual PPA Conference & Trade Exhibition was hosted by Electric Power Corporation (EPC) 
from July 31 – August 4, 2017.  It was the second time EPC had hosted the PPA Conference.

PPA was privileged to have the Prime Minister of Samoa, Honorable Tuilaepa Dr. Sailele Malielegaoi, 
officially open the PPA Conference with Meg Taylor, DBE, Secretary General of the Pacific Islands Forum 
Secretariat delivering the keynote address. In addition, there were presentations by Japan International 
Corporation Agent (JICA), South Pacific Community (SPC), The University of the South Pacific (USP), 
Global Sustainable Energy Project (GSEP), The Kansai Power, and Government of Samoa and EPC.  
There were 59 trade exhibition booths manned by various Allied Members during the conference where 
members got the chance to see and learn about new technologies available in the market.  In addition 
there were technical presentations presented to the members for their benefit on the new equipment and 
new technologies that are available. 

26th Annual PPA Conference and Trade Exhibition 2017, 
Apia, Samoa

26th PPA Annual Conference & Trade Exhibition Official 
Opening, Apia, Samoa
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4.4 Pacific Power Magazine	
	

In 2017 PPA published following magazines: -
● Volume 25 No. 1 – issued March 2017
● Volume 25 No. 2 – issued June 2017
● Volume 25 No. 3 – issued September 2017
● Volume 25 No. 4 – issued December 2017

The Secretariat wishes to express our appreciation for the advertising support, the articles and other 
contributions from Members towards the magazines produced during the year and looks forward to their 
continued support in 2018.

4.5 Other PPA Brochures & Publications

The Secretariat produced the following publications during 2017: -
● 2018 PPA Calendar
● 2018 PPA Members Directory

4.6 Tender & Quotations

The Secretariat provided information through the website to the Allied Members as and when tenders, 
EOI and requests for quotations for goods and services required by utilities are received during 2017.

26th PPA Annual Conference & Trade Exhibition Official Opening, Apia, Samoa
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The chart below provides detailed information on the sources of the tenders and other procurements.

Total number of Tenders and Quotations:		 486
Percentage based on:			                 100%

5.   Membership Report
The total membership of the Pacific Power Association as at 31 December 2017 was 167 comprising 25 Active 
Members, 118 Allied Members and 24 Affiliate Members. This is a net increase of 5 from the previous year 
primarily due to the increase in Affiliate membership. The number of Active members remained the same whilst 
there was a decrease by one in the number of Allied Members.

Member Membership
As at Dec 16

Membership
As at Dec 17

Increase
(Decrease)

Active 25 25 0
Allied 119 118 (1)
Affiliates 18 24 0
Total 162 167 5
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The following changes in membership were been recorded for the year 2017:
Cancelled Active Memberships	 -	 nil
New Allied Memberships	  -	 20
Cancelled Allied Memberships   -	 23
New Affiliate Members 	 - 	   5

Details of New Allied Membership and Cancellation

	 New Allied Memberships Cancelled Allied Memberships
America’s Best Electric Mart Aquion Energy, Inc.

AVO NZ Ltd DTM Timber

EPC International Pty Ltd Electric Ltd

Generator Rental Services Enphase Australia Pty Ltd

Indra Australia Pty Ltd Fulcrum3D Pty Ltd

APR Energy Hawaii Electric Company

B&R Enclosures Pty Ltd K.U.T Diesels (Pte) Ltd

Busck Prestressed Concrete Ltd Louis Berger Power, LLC

Chapman Tripp Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Ltd

Progetti Plant S.R.L National Electric Coil

Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories Ltd NZ & Pacific Solar & Storage Council Inc

Vortex Group Ltd Octillion Power Systems Australia Pty Ltd

Akuo Energy Pacific Qinuos

Australian Winders RPS Switchgear

Clean Energy Technologies Saft Batteries

ComAp Pty Ltd Shell International Eastern Trading Company

Gough Cat Power Systems Solar Energy Partners

IMPS (UK) Ltd Stellar Projects Ltd

Origin Energy Sydney Diesel Center

Siemens Ltd Tracy Consulting Services Pty Ltd

Greenbox Energy Pty Ltd Tubemakers & Roofmart (SP) Ltd

UGL NZ Limited
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The Active Members Listing as at 31 December 2017:

Active Members Country
American Samoa Power Authority American Samoa

Commonwealth Utilities Corporation Commonwealth of Northern Marianas Islands

Chuck Public Utility Corporation Federated States of Micronesia

Electric Power Corporation Samoa

Electricité de Tahiti French Polynesia

Electricité et Eau de Caledonie New Caledonia

Electricité et Eau de Wallis et Futuna Wallis and Futuna

Enercal New Caledonia

Fiji Electricity Authority Republic of Fiji Islands

Guam Power Authority Guam 

Kosrae Utilities Authority Federated States of Micronesia

Kwajalein Atoll Joint Utility Resources Republic of Marshall Islands

Marshalls Energy Company Republic of Marshall Islands

Nauru Utilities Authority Republic of Nauru

Niue Power Corporation Niue

PNG Power Ltd Papua New Guinea

Pohnpei Utilities Corporation Federated States of Micronesia

Public Utilities Board Republic of Kiribati

Palau Public Utilities Corporation Republic of Palau

Tonga Power Limited Kingdom ofTonga

UNELCO Vanuatu Limited Vanuatu

Solomon Power Solomon Islands

Te Aponga Uira O Tumu-Te-Varovaro Cook Islands

Tuvalu Electricity Corporation Tuvalu

Yap State Public Service Corporation Federated States of Micronesia
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Allied Members Country
AB Industries New Zealand
ABB Australia Pty Ltd Australia
ABB Limited New Zealand
ABCCO Site Machining Inc. Philippines
Acclinks Communications Inc. P.R.CHINA
Aco Polycrete Pty Ltd Australia
Agility CIS Limited New Zealand
Aggreko New Zealand Limited New Zealand
Akuo Energy Pacific Australia
Alfa Laval Australia Pty Ltd Australia
Alpine Energy Limited New Zealand
America’s Best Electric Mart Guam
AMP Control Australia
AMS International Technologies 
Pty Ltd

Australia

Andritz Hydro New Zealand
Aquaduct Trading Pty Ltd Australia
APR Energy USA 
AR Industrial Australia
Arthur D. Riley & Co Ltd New Zealand
Australian Winders Australia
AVO NZ Ltd New Zealand
Balance Utility Solutions Australia
B&R Enclosures Pty Ltd Australia
Busck Prestressed Concrete Ltd New Zealand
Carpenters Motors T/A Carptrac Fiji
CBS Power Solutions Fiji
Chapman Tripp New Zealand
Clean Energy Technologies USA
ComAp Ltd Australia
Cummins South Pacific Australia
Dateline Exports Inc. USA
Delstar New Zealand Ltd New Zealand
DNV GL USA
Dominion Wire & Cables Ltd Fiji
Eaton Industries Pty Ltd Australia
EDMI Pty Ltd Australia
Electra Therm USA

Allied Members Country
Energy Power Systems Australia 
Pty Ltd

Australia

EPC International Pty Ltd Australia
Ergon Energy Australia
ETEL Limited New Zealand
Fiji Gas Fiji
FSM Petroleum Corporation FSM
GE Global Growth PNG
Gentrack Limited New Zealand
Genus Metering New Zealand
Generator Rental Services New Zealand
Global Sustainable Energy 
Solutions 

Australia

Global Turbocharge Solutions United Kingdom
Gough Cat Power Systems New Zealand
Granite Power Limited Australia
Greenbox Energy Pty Ltd Australia
Harelec Services Australia
Hatz Diesel Australia Australia
Hawker Siddeley Switchgear Pty 
Ltd                           

Australia

Hawthorne Power Systems USA

Hubbell Power Systems, Inc. 
(Asia Pacific)

Philippines

Hydro Tasmania Australia
IMPS (UK) United Kingdom
I S Systems Australia

Indra Australia Pty Ltd Australia

Infratec New Zealand

International Utility Poles Australia
Intracor Trading Co. Ltd New Zealand
IP&E Holdings, LLC USA

ITP Renewables Australia

Itron Australia

Jacobs Group Australia Pty Ltd Australia
Kiribati Oil Company Kiribati
Komai Haltec Inc. Japan
Maclean Power Australia

The Allied Members Listing as at 31 December 2017:
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Allied Members Country
Man Diesel & Turbo Australia Pty 
Ltd

Australia

Manitoba Hydro International Canada
Marinsa International Inc. Australia
Maskell Productions Ltd New Zealand
McMahon Limited New Zealand
MPower Group New Zealand
MTQ Engine Systems (Australia) 
Pty Ltd

Australia

Nan Electrical Cable Australia Pty 
Ltd

Australia

Nexans Olex New Zealand
Northpower Ltd New Zealand
NZ Marine Turbochargers Ltd New Zealand
Oceangas Services Australia Pty 
Ltd

Switzerland

OHM International Corporation USA
Optimal Group Australia Pty Ltd Australia
Origin Energy Australia
Pacific Bulk Fuel Ltd New Zealand
Pacific Energy SWP Ltd Vanuatu
Pacific Power Engineering Pty 
Ltd

Australia

Par Pacific Holdings, Inc. USA
Penske Power Systems Australia
Pernix Group, Inc. USA
Petroleum & Gas Company Fiji Fiji
PLP Electropar NZ Ltd New Zealand
Progetti Plant S.R.L Italy
RJE Global Australia
S&C Electric Company Australia

Schweitzer Engineering 
Laboratories

New Zealand

Siemens Industry, Inc. USA
Siemens Ltd Australia
SK B&T South Korea
SMA Australia Pty Ltd Australia
Tesla USA

South Austral Pty Ltd Australia

Sulzer Australia Pty Ltd Australia
Sunergise International Ltd Fiji

Allied Members Country
Temes Guam USA
The Energy Network (Aust) Pty 
Ltd

Australia

Top Energy NZ Limited New Zealand
Total Oil Asia Pacific Pte Ltd Singapore
TransDiesel Ltd New Zealand
Transnet NZ  Limited New Zealand
Vector Ltd New Zealand
Vortex Group Ltd New Zealand
Wartsila Australia Pty Ltd Australia
Winson Oil Trading Pte Ltd Taiwan
XANT NV Belgium
Yingli Green Energy Australia Pty 
Ltd

Australia
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The Affiliate Members Listing as at 31 December 2017:

Affiliate Members (Reciprocal Membership) Country
1 AESOP Business Volunteers Ltd Australia
2 American Public Power Association (APPA) USA
3 CARILEC St. Lucia
4 Climate Institute USA
5 CIGRE Australia
6 Forum For Energy & Development Denmark
7 US Army Corps of Engineers USA
8 Pacific Water Wastewater Association (PWWA) Fiji
9 Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) Fiji
10 South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC) Fiji
11 South Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP) Samoa
12 International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) United Arab Emirates
13 Sustainable Energy Industry Association of the Pacific Islands (SEIAPI) Fiji/Guam
14 Asian Development Bank (ADB) Philippines
15 The World Bank (WB) USA/Australia
16 European Union Fiji Mission (EU) Fiji
17 New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (NZMFAT) New Zealand
18 International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) Switzerland
19 Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) Japan
20 Pacific Regional Infrastructure Facility (PRIF) Australia
21 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program  (SPREP) Samoa 
22 The University of the South Pacific (USP) Fiji
23 Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (PIFS) Fiji
24 Pacific Aviation Safety Organization (PASO) Vanuatu

	
	
6.  Project Activities
World Bank - Sustainable Energy Industry Development Project
The activities undertaken by the Association by the 
Association in 2017 related to the Sustainable Energy 
Industry Development Project (SEIDP) funded by the 
World Bank. The beneficiaries of this funding are the 
PPA Active Members from the Pacific Island countries 
that are members of the World Bank (Federated States 
of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, 
Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu).

This is a $5.66 million grant fund which is being 
implemented by the PPA and has three components; 
renewable energy (solar and wind) resource mapping, 

technical assistance covering a number of activities 
including capacity building, disaster reduction and 
gender and thirdly support to the PPA Secretariat.

The project became effective in March 2016 and will 
close in August 2020.

Overall Project Progress

Following the recruitment of key project personnel, 
several activities have been implemented and the 
project is progressing well. However there are also  
some risks which have been identified which could 
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delay the implementation of some key activities. 
Some of the key achievements in 2017 include:

● �As part of Phase 1 of Component 1 of the project, 
solar resource maps for the Pacific have been 
produced by the World Bank’s ESMAP project and 
these were distributed to the utility CEOs at the PPA 
conference in Samoa in August.

● �A consultant was recruited to carry out the Training 
Needs Assessment and Career Development 
initiatives study for PPA World Bank member 
utilities. The recommendations from this study will 
be used to formulate the Capacity Building plan for 
the duration of the project. 

● �A firm was recruited to carry out the upgrade of the 
PPA website which will also be used to host several 
tools to be developed under project such as the 
online benchmarking portal and the power system 
modelling tool; 

● �The first renewable energy training workshops 
carried out under the project in partnership with the 
Global Sustainable Energy Programme was held in 
March 2017 for Southern Pacific utilities and in June 
2017 for the Northern Pacific utilities; 

● �The power system modelling software PowerFactory 
has been procured and will be made available 
through a remote online connection to the PPA 
member utilities. A training workshop for utility 
staff was held in Nadi, Fiji in October 2017 which 
was conducted by the software vendor DigSILENT 
Pacific Ltd. 

● �The two major activities which account for the 
majority of the project funding are in the early 
stages of procurement. Requests for expressions 
of interest have been issued and it is expected that 
these contracts will be awarded in the next year 
barring any unforeseen delays. These two activities 
are the (1) Solar and Wind Resource Measurement 
Campaign in the Pacific Islands and (2) Renewable 
Energy and Energy Efficiency Guidelines, 
Competency Standards and workshops. 

● �Capacity building activities for the utilities over this 
period included the training for PPA staff and utilities 
on the use of the modelling software PowerFactory, 
the benchmarking & VRE refresher training at the 
PPA Annual conference in Apia, Samoa, and the 
participation of the PPA Executive Director and 
selected PPA utility members at the Isolated Power 
Systems Connect conference on Rottnest Island, 
Australia in November which was funded under the 
project. 

A Technical Advisory Group has been set up to 
provide guidance and support to the project team 
with the implementation of the project and its first 
meeting was held in Nadi, Fiji in March 2017. The TAG 
consists of CEOs from TEC, EPC and CPUC as well 
as the PPA Executive Director (Project Coordinator) 
and the Project Implementation Officer. Prior to the 
start of the PPA Annual Conference in Samoa in July/
August, the Technical Advisory Group held its second 
meeting to discuss project progress. A representative 
from the TAG gave a presentation to the CEOs during 
the opening session of the PPA CEOs conference 
on the project progress and to garner support for 
implementation of project activities in each of the 
selected utilities. 

Power Systems Modelling Training, Nadi, Fiji, 2017

Engineers Workshop 2017, Apia, Samoa 
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Regional Power Benchmarking of PPA 
Member Utilities

Since 2000 the PPA Secretariat has been providing 
power utility benchmarking services to its members. 
This ongoing initiative has allowed the Secretariat to 
compile a history of utilities performance based on 
the adaption of a set of internationally recognized 
performance indicators. Since October 2016 the World 
Bank through the SEIPD project funded the services of 
an electrical engineer to provide assistance in vetting 
of the data, to liaise with 
utility benchmarking 
officers on data and 
put together terms 
of reference for an 
online benchmarking 
platform.

The questionnaire 
for the collection of 
the 2016 utility data 
was sent out to all the 
utilities in late 2016 
with a closing date 30th 
June 2017. However, as 
expected, the response 
to the data request was 
poor and the Secretariat 
staff had to put a lot of effort in chasing the utilities to 
submit the data. At the closing date only ten of the 
possible twenty five utilities had responded to the call 
for submission of data.

In June 2017, the PPA Secretariat published the 2015 
Fiscal Year benchmarking summary report. The delay 
in the release of the report is attributed to the late 
submission of data which continues to be a major 
challenge despite the number of years the activity has 
been in place.  The report was successfully completed 
by the continuous efforts put in by all power utility 

benchmarking liaison officers and PPA Secretariat 
staff. 

This year again the Secretariat were faced similar 
challenges:  Following are few of this challenges: 
that incomplete questionnaire were submitted and 
irregularities in data and in few cases inconsistence 
in the set of data provided, irregularities and tardiness 
cause more time to be spent liaison with utility 
benchmarking officers to retrieve correct data and very 
late submission of data causing delay in delivery of 

the final benchmarking 
report. 

Promote use of 
benchmarking tools in 
conjunction with other 
power system planning 
tools to add value and 
strengthen decision 
making. 

The 2017FY 
benchmarking data 
questionnaire was 
circulated in October 
2017 with a closing date 
set for 28th March 2018. 

An expression of interest (EOI) for the development 
of an online power benchmarking platform was 
launched on 25th August 2017 and closed on the 
28th September 2017 with a shortlist agreed.  The 
web-based benchmarking platform will provide 
participating member utilizes access to updated 
benchmarking data and statistic online as when 
required. The documents for the RFP had been 
finalized with invitations to the shortlisted entities to 
be sent out in early 2018.

Grid Interconnection of Renewal Energies, 27-31 March, 2017 at 
Nadi, Fiji

7.   Financial Report
The next section of this Annual Report is the financial report on the status of the Association for the period from 
1 January 2017 to 31 December 2017 as audited by the external auditor, KPMG.
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Pacific Power Association
“Serving the Power Industry in the Pacific Islands”

Contact Details
Ground Floor, Naibati House, Goodenough Street, Suva, Fiji Islands  

Postal Address: Private Mail Bag Suva, Fiji Islands
Phone: (679) 3306022 Email: ppa@ppa.org.fj Website: www.ppa.org.fj
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