
EC Proposes Technology Driven Revolution 
 
The European Commission is proposing a plan to accelerate energy technologies for a 
low-carbon future. The EC says energy technologies will be crucial to successfully 
fighting against climate change and securing world and European energy supply. 
Achieving Europe’s 2020 and 2050 targets on greenhouse gas emissions, renewable 
energy and energy efficiency will require action on energy efficiency, standards, support 
mechanisms and putting a price on carbon emissions, the Commission says, and it will 
also require the deployment of more efficient and new technologies. The Strategic 
Energy Technology Plan proposed by the EC is a comprehensive plan to establish a new 
energy research agenda for Europe. The Commission believes that Europe should lower 
the costs of clean energy and put EU industry at the forefront of the rapidly growing low 
carbon technology sector. “The Energy Policy for Europe calls for a new industrial 
revolution. Like all industrial revolutions, this one is going to be technology driven and it 
is high time to transform our political vision into concrete actions. Decisions taken over 
the next 10-15 years will have profound consequences for energy security, for climate 
change and for growth and jobs in Europe. If we fall behind in the intensifying global 
race to win low carbon technology markets, we risk meeting our targets with imported 
technologies,” says European Commissioner for Energy Andris Piebalgs. EU 
Commissioner for Science and Research Janez Potočnik says: “We have the chance to be 
world leaders in low carbon technologies, but if Europe doesn’t act together more 
effectively, we will squander that opportunity and the economic benefits of the transition 
to a low carbon economy will go elsewhere. The ideas that the Commission is putting 
forward today will allow Europe to develop a world class portfolio of affordable, clean, 
efficient and low emission energy technologies.” 
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